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Thingamablog is a cross-platform, standalone blogging application that makes authoring and publishing your weblogs almost effortless. Unlike most blogging solutions, Thingamablog does NOT require a third-party blogging host, a cgi/php enabled web host, or a MySQL database. In fact, all you need to setup, and manage, a blog with Thingamablog is FTP, SFTP, or network access to a web server.

Thingamablog allows you to:

· Set up a blog in minutes via an intuitive wizard

· Maintain multiple blogs

· Effortlessly manage thousands of entries

· Dynamically update blog content

· Write entries offline (Dialup users)

· Publish your blog with a single click

· Read news with an integrated feed reader

· Make posts from your favorite feeds

· Create a unique layout with customizable templates

· Import entries from RSS/Atom feeds

· Set up flexible archiving options

· Organize your entries by category or date

· Save entries as drafts

· Define your own custom template tags

· Syndicate your blog via an RSS or Atom feed

You can download the program here:  http://thingamablog.sourceforge.net/
Running Thingamablog 

If you installed Thingamablog from the Windows Installer, you can launch it by choosing Start » Programs » Thingamablog » Thingamablog , or by clicking on the Thingamablog icon on your desktop.

[image: image2.png]= W res vty

o bl
e
S @i
A 2204
B oo
& Tenpses
) e

03 Enotarrart
0 e
e~
= @ Conputers

3] o T s
) Haciah )

T

=

osens (1)

Eea

‘Appl updates JAF, Machtal, B&H Hot Doaks

W Ao niroduces Revluon 5.1 s card

Tostib announces 0GB, 15 inch hard sk e

FuuOBASIC 1 ovamps oditor, projoct manager, more

oLinlfors HOR compositing i Aor Efects

Kodak adas wioless e dock now gl camora

i Night ot ks Aple ana e, oo, mre
Jo Soio sorecaabrals 2 mion

WacCentra Waekin Revaw

010015 2004 announces Pavion Floo e-up

WACSAL 3.0 fatires rewntn GU more

Aol oers Xode 1510 ovslopers

Piar, THO oter o mull-Icense gar agreement

Nia profis arop on eralening' a2

T4 1211 P
a4 1211 P
a4 1211 P
a4 1211 P
a4 1211 P
a4 1211 P

Title: Appe Sobo slore celebrates 2 milon customers
Rottove: August 07, 2004 1211 P EDT

Fosd i maccenial macword cominewsimanfeedmi

1 year Mac membership and Apple Care

Sttt a Appe Computer I s SoFo, New Yor rtal sore celbrted hes 2 milonty
customer e Frdsy, gong one icky customer o than USS,000 i Appe cqsprment
Chstine Quges, n sctress who recenly move to Brookiym,receed  slver Pod i,
12inch Book G4, Arport Espres, Aepor Esteme Card, | g ProCare membership card,

bt el macrwor comlnes/2004/08/0/sohosomner st c=merss- 0304





Creating a Weblog 

Before you can begin publishing you must first create a weblog within Thingamablog. Think of a weblog as a container for your entries, categories, authors, templates, etc. Note that Thingamablog allows you to create an unlimited number of weblogs, and each weblog can contain an unlimited number of entries, categories, authors, etc. Thus, the layout of your web site can be as complex, or as simple, as you like. 

For now, we’ll create a simple weblog via the Weblog Wizard . To begin, click the "New Weblog" button on the toolbar. [image: image3.png]


 

The Weblog Wizard
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The first screen of the Weblog Wizard asks you to enter two pieces of information – the Base URL and the Base Path of the weblog.

The Base URL should be the top-most URL of the weblog. The server path is the location where you store the weblog on your web server.

Base URL: http://academic.uprm.edu/~username/
Base Path: /export/home/username/public/

After you’re done with the first screen, click the next button. The next screen asks you to enter a title and description for the weblog.  Next, enter a short description in the description text area.


Click Next
Adding Categories and Authors 

The next two Wizard screens ask you to enter Categories and Authors for the weblog. A separate page will be generated for each category that you create. Each of these pages will contain the entries that belong to the category of the page. Furthermore, you can specify an author for each entry you create.

Each weblog can have an unlimited number of categories and authors. For now, though, we’ll add three categories and one author.

On the Categories screen, Click the "Add" button and enter the category "Eventos " in the text field and then click the OK Button. The category should now appear in the list.

Repeat this process two more times for the categories "Noticias" and "Reflexiones"

On the Authors screen, click the "Add" button to enter an Author. On the Add Author dialog enter your name, email address, and/or URL. Note that the only required field for an author is the "Name" field. You can leave the other fields blank if you wish.

Click Next
Choosing a Template 

When Thingamablog generates the weblog, it uses a set of templates to layout the pages that comprise the weblog. Included with the distribution are a number of pre-built templates that you can select on the Templates screen of the wizard. The template that you select here will get you started. You can, of course, edit the templates later, or create your own templates.

Let’s select a  template to get started.

Publishing Settings 

The "Publishing" screen of the Wizard asks you to select a Transport Type. In Thingamablog terms, a "Transport" is a method by which the weblog will get published. Currently Thingamablog supports three different Transport Types; FTP, SFTP, and Local.

Most users will probably choose FTP, since that is what the majority of web servers provide.

SFTP is a more secure version of FTP that sends login data encrypted. Your web host must support SFTP in order for you to use it.

The Local transport simply publishes the weblog to a local directory, or a network directory.

The location that all of the transports publish to is the "Base Path" you specified earlier.
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After clicking the Next button the Wizard will inform you that you’re done. So click the Finish button. The Weblog should now appear in under the "My Sites" node under the weblog hierarchy.

Creating Entries

Now that the weblog has been created, we’re ready to add some content to it. Weblogs are comprised of "Posts" or, in Thingamablog terminology, "Entries." Each entry that you create will show up in chronological order on the various pages of the weblog - i.e. front page, category pages, archive pages, etc.

In addition, each entry has a number of different attributes. An entry has a post date, a title, an author, and a body. Furthermore, an entry can be categorized under one or more of the categories that you added to the weblog.
Posting a First Entry 

To create an entry, select the weblog you created  in the weblog hierarchy. 
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Next, right-click the weblog and select New Entry… from the context menu.

Note: Alternatively you can click the New Entry button on the toolbar.[image: image7.png]




The Entry Editor appears 
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Fill out the entry as follows…

In the Title field enter "Mi primera noticia. "
In the category area check the category "Noticias"
In the "Edit" area enter the text…


Esta es  mi primera noticia en Thingamablog. 


Note: You can click the preview tab to see a preview of the entry text formatted in HTML.

After filling out the entry, click the Post button [image: image9.png]


to post the entry to the weblog and dismiss the Entry Editor.

Now that the entry has been posted to the weblog, we can view it from within Thingamablog. To do so, expand the weblog (Test Weblog) in the weblog hierarchy and click the Current node. The entry now appears in the table. Clicking on the entry in the table shows the entry in the viewer below.

Since we categorized the entry under  Noticias, the entry should also show up in the Noticias category. Expand the Categories node of the weblog hierarchy and click  Noticias. The entry now appears in the table.

If you repeat this process for the Archives node the entry will appear in the current archive as well.

Editing and Deleting Entries 

Now that your weblog has a few entries, you’ll need to know how to edit the ones you want to change and delete the ones you no longer want. Note that editing and/or deleting entries within Thingamablog naturally changes the entries on the generated web pages. Thus, any changes you make in the application are reflected in the generated web pages.

First, we’ll edit an entry. Click the Current leaf in the "My Sites" hierarchy. Next, double click the entry titled " Mi primera noticia." The Entry Editor opens with the entry you selected. You’ll notice that the editor now has the option to mark the entry as modified. This option will indicate that an entry has been modified on the generated web pages if your templates contain the <EntryModified> tag. Next, enter some supplemental text into the editor that indicates you’ve modified the entry. Finally, click the Update button [image: image10.png]




The table now shows the modified entry. 

In addition, you can also delete entries from the weblog. Note that deleting an entry permanently removes the entry from ALL pages comprising the weblog. To delete an entry, simply highlight the entry in the table and click the Delete Entries button." [image: image11.png]



Publishing to the Web 

Next, we’ll publish the weblog to the web. This section requires that you have access to a web host via FTP or SFTP.

First, highlight the weblog   in the My Sites hierarchy and then click the Weblog Properties button on the toolbar [image: image12.png]




The Weblog Properties dialog opens with the General Options for the weblog .

Configuration for  publishing to the uprm.edu server: 

Base Path = /export/home/username/public/


Base URL =  http://academic.uprm.edu/~username/


Archives Base URL = http://academic.uprm.edu/archives/


Media Base URL = http://academic.uprm.edu/images/
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With this configuration, the address of your blog will be: http://academic.uprm.edu/~username/blog.html 


Alternatively, if you’d like your weblog in a subdirectory of your site, you’d fill out the Location fields like this:

Base Path = /export/home/username/public/blogtest/
Base URL =  http://academic.uprm.edu/~username/blogtest.html 
Archives Base URL = http://academic.uprm.edu/~username/blogtest/archives/ 
Media Base URL = http://academic.uprm.edu/~username /blogtest/media/ 


With this configuration, the address of your blog will be:

http://academic.uprm.edu/~marion/blogtest/blog.html 


Note: Thingamablog creates subdirectories automatically, so you don’t have to create them beforehand.
 
Next, scroll down the options list and click the "Publishing" options. The Publishing options panel becomes visible. Select the  FTP Transport method  the Transport Type combo box and fill out the publishing options accordingly.
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Click the OK button to save the changes to the weblog.

Finally click the Publish button on the toolbar. [image: image15.png]




The Publish dialog opens and shows the progress of the publish. Provided the publish settings are correct, the weblog should now be live on the Web. To view the weblog, click the View Weblog button on the toolbar [image: image16.png]





Publishing from the Entry Editor

Up until now, we’ve posted entries using the Post button [image: image17.png]


and published the weblog explicitly using the Publish button [image: image18.png]


. These two steps can be combined using the Post and Publish button [image: image19.png]


on the Entry Editor’s toolbar.

Click the New Entry [image: image20.png]


button on the toolbar to open the entry editor. Next, fill out the editor with a new entry. Finally, click the Post and Publish button. The entry editor closes, and the Publish dialog opens showing the progress of the publish.
Web Files 

In addition to publishing the pages of your weblog, you can also publish external "Web Files." 
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A Web File can be any type of file such as a web page, style sheet, image, zip file, etc.

To publish a Web File you must import it. To do so, right click on the Web Files directory in the My Sites hierarchy and select "Import... " from the context menu. An Open File dialog appears from which you can browse to, and select, the file you’d like to import.

The Web Files folder represents the base directory of the location of the weblog on the web server.

You can also create sub-subdirectories under the Web Files directory. When you publish the weblog, the subdirectories are also created on the web server. To create a sub-directory, right click on a folder under Web Files and select " New Web Folder..." from the context menu. A dialog asking you to enter a name for the folder appears. Enter the folder’s name and click OK.

Web Files are published only if they are newer, or have a more recent modified date, than the date of the last publish of the weblog. Whenever you edit, or import, a Web File it is guaranteed to be published.

If a Web File is a text or image file, it can normally be opened within Thingamablog. Text files are opened in the Template Editor, and image files are opened in Thingamablog’s Image Viewer.
Publishing Images 

To insert an image into your entry, select Insert » Image… from the Entry Editor's menu bar. The Image Dialog appears. If you want to insert a local image, you’ll need to click the " Browse" button [Image] to select an image and then click the " Publish image…" button to publish it. This will upload the local image to the Media URL that you specified in the weblog Properties. 

Integrated News Aggregation 

Thingamablog includes an integrated news aggregator from which you can subscribe to various news feeds. News aggregators collect news, weblog, and other feeds over the web and aggregate them so the news items are readable from a single place, regardless of their source.

Each new database created in Thingamablog includes a small set of example feeds. You can, of course, subscribe to other feeds as well. To find feeds to subscribe to, you typically look for a white on orange XML icon on web sites. You could also use a centralized syndication service, such as Syndic8.com.

The integration of a news aggregator makes it extremely simple to read your favorite news feeds, and cite them in your weblog entries.

Updating News 

You must update news feeds from the web to keep the news content up to date. To update all the feeds at once, click the Update Feeds button on the toolbar. Additionally, you can update a single feed or folder by right clicking on it and selecting "Update" from the context menu. 

When you update a feed, the feeds news articles are downloaded and inserted into the database. You can control how many articles a feed contains at one time. Right click on the feed, and select Properties... from the context menu. The "Feed Properties " dialog opens and displays the following options… 
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· Limit Headlines – If checked, the number of headlines for the feed will be limited 

· Max Headlines – The number of headlines to limit the feed to 

When feeds are limited, older headlines are discarded as new ones are added. Thus, the feed always contains the newest n headlines. 

Adding and Removing Feeds and Folders 

To add a feed, highlight a feed folder and click the add button on the Feed toolbar. An "Add Feed" dialog opens, asking you to enter the feed’s URL. Enter the URL and click OK. The feed now appears within the folder with the name "New Feed." The next time you update the feed, the correct name of the feed will be displayed.

To add a folder, highlight a feed folder and click the new folder button on the Feed toolbar. 
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A "New Folder" dialog opens. Enter the name of the folder, and click OK.

You can delete a feed or folder by selecting it and pressing the delete button on the Feed toolbar. Note that when you delete feeds and folders, their contents are permanently deleted from the database.

Note: Alternatively, you can add and delete feeds and folders from the Feed hierarchy’s right-click context menu.

Importing and Exporting Feeds 

Thingamablog supports importing and exporting of feeds though OPML files. OPML is a file format that can be used to exchange subscription lists between programs that read RSS files. In addition, many sites have multiple feeds, which are made available as an OPML file.

More information about the OPML file format can be found at http://opml.scripting.com/

To export a feed folder to an OPML file, right-click on a folder and select "Export to OPML file " on the context menu. A Save As dialog appears. Choose a local drive or network and click the Save button.

To import feeds from an OPML file, right-click a feed folder and select "Import From OPML file" on the context menu. An Open dialog appears. Choose any OPML file from your local drive or network and click the Import button. 
Posting Entries from News Items 

Often times you’ll probably want to cite articles from other web sites in your weblog entries. Thingamablog includes an integrated news reader that greatly simplifies this process. The integrated news reader aggregates the syndication feeds of sites that you subscribe to. 
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Thingamablog includes a set of pre-subscribed feeds for every new database that you create. For the purposes of this tutorial, we’ll be citing articles from the Yahoo News feed in the folder My Subscriptions/News. Before we can do that, however, the feed must be updated from the Web.

To update the feeds, click the Update button on the toolbar[image: image25.png]


 

After the feeds have finished updating, browse to the feed My Subscriptions » News » Yahoo News. The table is now populated with the articles in the Yahoo News feed. Select an article that you’d like to cite in your entry and double click it. The Entry Editor opens with the news article you selected.

Note: Alternatively you can right click the article and select Post to Weblog...

Enter some additional text into the editor that indicates that you’re citing this article. Next, click to check the News category. Finally, click the Post button [image: image26.png]


to post the entry to the weblog.

Repeat this process for a few more news articles.

