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 Since February 16, 2006 a group of students highly interested in 

Atmospheric Science s and Meteorology set themselves a goal to create 

the first Student Chapter of the American Meteorological Society in the 
Caribbean. The University of Puerto  Rico at Mayag üez (UPRM) Student 

Chapter of the AMS ,  also known as the Meteorological Society of 

Puerto Rico , was formally established  on April 19, 2006 . The Chapter 
currently has 40 active members , of which 17 are females, 90% are 

from the Faculty of Arts & Sciences and the remaining  from the 

College of Engineering. The chapter includ es the atmospheric science 
and meteorology faculty, undergraduate and graduate students, and 

serves  the atmospheric science s, climatology and physical 
oceanography community of Puerto Rico. The chapter provides  service 

and educational roles by  sponsoring lectures, seminars and 
workshops; and atmospheric & meteorological demonstrations for the 

college and extra -mural communities; and also , providing Science 
Advisors for K -12 students and teacher s.  
 

 In the past year our Student Chapter offered to its members the 
opportunity to meet  Atmospheric Sciences and Meteorology 

professiona ls, with the objective for  an exchange of ideas and to find  
the different job and careers opportunities  available for upcoming 

students . We also help ed our members with the development of their 
communication and team work  skills . We show ed the diversity of 

disciplinary  areas related to meteorology,  and examples of the 
opportunities for  pursuing graduate studies. Also , we tri ed through out  

all our  activities to improve the relationship between our student 

members and the faculty members. We certainly can say that our 

Chapter was success ful  on the development of a high leadership level 

between our members.  
 

 During the 2006 -2007 academic year we had the opportunity to 

visit different Schools promoting an  interest in to  the Atmospheric 
Sciences between K-12  children and young university students . 

Presentations about Hurricanes and Climate Change were discussed on  

the school visi ts. During the 2006 Hurricane Season we were invited 
by a local department store, Samôs Club, to give a talk about hurricane 

preparedness  for the general public. Our Chapter also participated with 

the national AMS in the distribution of the Severe Weather Awareness  

Introduction  
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Posters in all our educational activities. Our  most important community 

service activity was the celebration of the first Weather Fest in Puerto 

Rico. I n this  activity more than 300 students, middle school teachers 
and general public enjo yed a diversity of atmospheric sciences  

presentations, science demonstrations and posters, at the UPRM, well 

organized into  an educational experience. We are also aware about o ur 
environment , and share everybody elseôs concern to conserve natural 

resources  and save the Planet . Thatôs the reason why we decided to 

take action , and  with the collaboration of local and statewide 
government agencies, families  and private organizations,  organized a 

clean -up day at Bahía  Ballena  Beach , which is located at the south ern  
part of the Island. With this activity we help our environment , but we 

help our people allowing them to enjoy our natural resources . As part 
of the Planet Earth Month celebration , Samôs Club invited us again for  
an exhibition on Climate Change and Glob al Warming . The  objective 

was to raise awareness about a problem that affects each one of  us.  
 

 Finally, in the past year our Chapter made some contributions to 

the national AMS. First, we establish ed as a requirement that to join 
our society , candidates n eed  to be also a national member. Right now 
all members  are  also members of the AMS. Second, we help with the 

distribution of 100 Severe Weather Awareness Posters. Third, we 
submitted an abstract and displayed a poster on the 87 th  AMS Annual 

Meeting , in wh ich we obtained a Second Place in the  Student Chapter 
poster  competition . During  the meeting we participated with a 

delegation of 9 students. At last , but not least , during our Weather 
Fest we distributed information, brochures and membership 

applications of the national AMS to all the participants.  
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Chapter Officers  

Yaítza Luna -Cruz 

President  

Department of Physics  

 

Luis D. Padilla-Bauzá  

Vice - President  

Department of Physics  

 

 

Odalys Martínez  

Treasurer 

Department of Physics  

 

Waleska Muñiz 

Secretary  

Department of Physics  

 

Eduardo García  

Webmaster  

Department of  

 Electrical Engineeriong  

 

José Conde  

Vocal  

Departmen t of  

Mathematics  

 

David Sánchez  

Vocal  

Department of  

Mathematics  

 

Carlos Anselmi  

Vocal  

Department of  

Physics 

 

Ernesto Rodríguez  

Vocal  

Department of  

Physics 
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Faculty Advisors  

Carlos U. Pabón -Ortiz, PhD 

(1994) City College of New York  ð Atmospheric Science  

Associate Professor ð Physics 

Specialty:  Atmospheric Physics  

Principal Advisor  

Hector J. Jimenez -González , PhD 

(1992) Massachusetts Institute of Technology ð Physics 

Actual Director of the Department of Physics   

Atmospheric Sciences and Meteorology Director  

Specialty:  Remote Sensing/Solid State/Magneto -Optics  

Collaborator  

Mark R. Jury, PhD 

(1984) University of Cape Town - Physical Oceanography  

Associate Professor ð Physics 

Specialty:  Meteorology  

Collaborator   


